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A History of the Negro Troops in the War of the Rebellion, 1861-1865. Preceded by a Review of the Military 

Services of Negroes in Ancient and Modern Times. By George Washington Williams. With a New Introduction 

by John David Smith. The North’s Civil War. (New York: Fordham University Press, 2012. Pp. [lxiv], 257. 

Paper, $28.00, ISBN 978-0-8232-3385-4.) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

During the sesquicentennial anniversary of the Civil War this work by George Washington Williams helps 

remind us of the contributions made by U.S. Colored Troops (USCT). Originally published in 1887, this book 

provides first hand accounts by officers who commanded Negro troops, as well as the experiences of the author. 

Williams was born free in Pennsylvania and fought in the Civil War at age fourteen. Later he fought in 

revolutionary Mexico and served in the Cavalry in Indian Territory. After his time in the military Williams 

became the first African-American to graduate from Newton Theological Institution and went on to a career as 

a Baptist minister, speaker, and writer. While Williams is more known for his History of the Negro Race in 

America, this work is significant for it’s inclusion of his personal accounts and his efforts to practice the 

historians craft. Untrained as a historian, prominent historians such as George Bancroft mentored him and this 

informal training shows in his use of archives in the North and Northwest, black newspapers in the South, and 

his collection of oral histories.  This study includes accounts of well-known military encounters such as the 

Massachusetts 54th’s assault on Fort Wagner and the Fort Pillow Massacre, as well as descriptions of USCT 

experiences as prisoners of war. This new edition includes an introductory essay by historian John David Smith.  

Smith’s informative essay provides needed background on Williams’ life, the reception of the book by critics, 

and places this study within the historiography of USCT. 
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