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Source:

■ Woodcut of Patriot woman, 
Marblehead, MA 1779 
(New York Historical 
Society)

Questions:

1. What aspects of the 
Revolutionary War and the 
role of women are depicted 
in this source?

2. What assumptions might be 
made about women in the 
Early Republic based on 
this source?



I. Introduction

A. What is a Republic?

Definition: 

A republic is a state in which 
sovereignty is invested in the 
people, rather than in a 
hereditary elite. A republic is the 
opposite of a monarchy, or of a 
dictatorship, or of rule imposed by 
an outside group.

Some Components:

1. Autonomy

2. Rule of Law

3. Citizens

B. What is Citizenship?

Definition:

Citizenship is membership in a 
political community & carries with 
it rights to political participation; a 
person having such membership is 
a citizen.



I. Introduction (cont.)

C. What is Virtue?

Definition:

A virtue is moral 

excellence; a character 

trait valued as being 

good. The conceptual 

opposite of virtue is vice. 

Questions:

1. In general today is virtue a 

male or female character trait?

2. Was virtue the same for the 

Founding Generation?



■ Referring to the Founding 
Generation the historian Edmund 
Morgan wrote:

■ “It was an axiom of current political 
thought that republican government 
required a body of free, 
independent, property-owning 
[virtuous] citizens.  A nation of men, 
each of whom owned enough 
property to support his family, could 
be a republic.”

■ “Slavery and Freedom: The 
American Paradox”, The Journal of 
American History (1972): 5-29.



II. Republicanism

A. Definition:

Republicanism is the idea of a 

nation being governed as a 

republic. Thus the term 

republicanism is most used to 

describe any movement that is 

opposed to monarchies and 

aristocracies; that it has a system of 

law (as in a constitution or bill of 

rights) that protects individual 

liberty from the forces of tyranny 

with elected representatives 

governing according to such law; it 

emphasizes civic duty and strongly 

opposes corruption 

B. Key Point: Thus, the Founding 

Generation believed that for the US 

to be successful it needed virtuous 

citizens.



III. A Place for Women: Mothers of the 

Republic

A. Historian Linda Kerber

“The Republican Mother: Female Political 

Imagination in the Early Republic,” in Women of the 

Republic: Intellect and Ideology in Revolutionary 

America, 1980.

B. What is a Republican Mother?

Definition:

“The Republican Mother’s life 

was dedicated to the service of 

civic virtue.  She educated her 

sons for it; she condemned and 

corrected her husband’s lapses 

from it.”- Kerber

* Republican government was seen as 

fragile and rested on the presence of 

virtuous citizens, she created those 

citizens.



III. A Place for Women (cont.)

C. What would women need to be 
able to become Republican Mothers?

1. Education (?)

2. A role in politics (?)

3. Expansion of the 
Domestic Sphere (?)

D. Questions

1. Are women part of the 
people?

2. Are women citizens in this 
Republican Model?

IV. Conclusion / Results

Women after the Revolution are part of 
the political system but do not have 
full rights as citizens.


