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Frederick Douglass Essay Prompts and Directions 
 
Potential essays (choose one): 

 Slave narratives appealed to white audiences, especially potential abolitionists, who had the political authority to 
combat slavery.  What literary methods or tools does Douglass use to appeal to the sentiment of his readers? 

 Slave narratives provocatively asserted-in defiance of white racism-that black men, women, and children were 
human and that slavery inhumanely repressed their basic human rights.  How does Douglass convey his 
humanity, and that of his fellow slaves, to his reading audience? 

 What role does religion play in the lives of slaves and slaveholders? To what purpose is Scripture used to both 
discipline and offer emancipatory hope to the enslaved? 

 Surprise me.  Develop your own argument using evidence from his writing. (This should be approved ahead of 
time.) 

 
Format: 

 4 pages, double spaced-no more, no less (between 1100 and 1300 words) 

 10 or 12 point font (something easy to read) 

 Standard written English 

 One inch margins on all sides 
 
Content: 

 Your paper must have a main idea/thesis/argument.  It cannot be a summary of the reading. 

 Your paper must be carefully edited.  Grammar, punctuation, and spelling count.  No paper will receive and “A” if 
it has more than 5 writing errors. 

 Cultivate your own voice/style.  You will be writing a lot of papers in college, so find your voice.  This does not 
mean the papers are about you.  Do not write about yourself. 

 This is not a research paper, you do not need to consult anything except Frederick Douglass’s Narrative of the 
Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave AND your textbook The Unfinished Nation by Alan Brinkley (see 
chapters 11 and 12).  However, if you do consult any other sources you MUST include them in your bibliography 
(along with the two books listed above). 

 
Grading: 

 Meet the format requirements (10 point deduction for failure to follow directions) 

 Have a strong main idea 

 Write clearly and edit your work 

 “A” papers do these three tasks strongly, “B” papers may be weak in one area, “C” papers may be weak in two 
areas, etc. 

 
Plagiarism: 

 Plagiarism is the theft of words or ideas from another writer and dishonestly passing them off as your own.  Any 
plagiarism-even a few sentences or a single paragraph-will result in an F on the paper.  Do not be tempted to 
submit work you did not create. 

 Everyone will submit their paper to Turnitin.com. Use the link from the MHS Library web page. 
o Class ID 

 4th period: 13488386  Password:_______________ 
 
Due Dates: 

 Paper Assigned on Tuesday OCTOBER 14th, 2016 

 Paper DUE on NOVEMBER 18th, 2016 

 On the due date each student will turn in a hard copy to Dr. Benjamins in class. 

 Electronic copies must be submitted to Turnitin.com by 3:00PM Central time on Nov. 18th  

 Late papers will be assessed a 20 point deduction each day that they are late. 

 Even if you are not at school on Nov. 18th your paper is due. If you are not in attendance email a copy to your 
instructor. (Then bring a hard copy the next time you are in class.) 

 


