
America’s Path to Empire
APUSH/AP-DC Unit 7 - Period 8



1890-1892 Foreign Policy
The Influence of Sea Power 
upon History (1890):

● Alfred Thayer Mahan
● Sea power throughout history 

gives advantages
● US lies between oceans
● Sea power requires economy, 

trade, etc.
● Panama canal
● US Navy needs a larger role

Growing trade: US exports have grown to $1.4 billion by 1900. Grown from only $392 million in 
1870.

Annexation of Hawaii:

● Previously a port for American 
ships

● Queen Liliuokalani rises to 
power

● Sugar economy
● McKinley Tariff
● Disputes between growers and 

queen
● Abdication of throne



1892-1894                                                  8th Period

Ellis Island and immigration
This island opened as an immigration station on January 1,1892. The began 
screening immigrants coming from Europe it was known as the “SIx second 
medical exam”.  Women traveling alone must be met by a man, or they were 
immediately deported. 2% of immigrants were denied admission due to disease, 
criminal record, or insanity. One third of the immigrants stayed in New York the 
others went all over the US.

U.S Marines Remove Queen Liliuokalani From the 
Throne of Hawaii
In early 1893 the business community in Kingdom of Hawaii overthrew the Queen 
and sought annexation by President Harrison, who forwarded the proposal to the
 Senate for approval. But the newly elected President Cleveland withdrew the
 proposed annexation; nevertheless, revolutionaries in Hawaii formed an 
independent Republic of Hawaii.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Hawaii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Harrison
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grover_Cleveland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Hawaii


Wilson-Gorman Tariff Act 
(1894)
William Wilson of West Virginia, had created and put the 
Wilson-Gorman Tariff in place through the House of 
Representatives. His tariff in turn moderately lowered 
tariff rates on goods such as wool, unprocessed iron ore, 
and lumber. Wilson, being a member of the Democratic 
party had fulfilled one of their promises by doing so, but 
had angered American production companies as a result. 
Senator Arthur P. Gorman, a fellow member of the 
Democratic party decided to pass more than 600 
amendments to the bill drastically nullifying its intent and 
raising tariffs on goods once more to 43.1% with a 2% 
income tax on incomes of $2000+. All of this occurred to 
President Grover Cleveland's dismay; he had a strong 
support of original draft of the bill. Income tax was later 
on declared unconstitutional and the act was repealed.

Declaration of the Hawaiian 
Republic

Article 23 of the 1894 Constitution 
specifically named Sanford B. Dole as 
the republic's first President. He would 
also be the nation's only President, as it 
was annexed by the United States in 
1900. Upon annexation, Hawaii became 
a U.S. territory and Dole became its first 
Governor.



1896-1898 Alex Miller
William McKinley (Cuba):

McKinley was forced to deal with the issues of Cuba after they had rebelled against 
Spain in 1895. Americans were angered by the treatment of the Spanish towards the 
Cubans as well as worried about their economic ties with the country such as the safety of 
their investments. McKinley pressed the Spanish to act humbly towards the Cubans, which 
eventually worked when the Spanish granted the Cubans limited autonomy and closed the 
reconcentration camps.
 
“The Armenian Question”:

The conflict between the Ottoman Empire and 
Armenia began to pull in attention from the Americans.
This conflict left the Armenian people in immense poverty.  
The American schools in Armenia pulled the situation to the American public.
 Women’s Organizations began to raise funds for the Armenian refugees. The “Women’s 
Journal” in Boston was a great source of advertisement to encourage Americans to help the 
Armenian people.



1898 - Period 8
● February 15, 1898 U.S.S. Maine explodes
● Americans believed Spain destroyed the ship even 

though it most likely wasn't
● Public outcry wanting revenge for the 268 men killed
● Both America and Spain declare war
● War lasted from April 21 - August 13 (3 months 3 

weeks 2 days)
● Lead to Treaty of Paris 1898
● Spain gave nearly all of their empire in the West 

(Cuba, Puerto Rico, Philippines, and Guam)
● U.S. paid $20 million for Philippines



1899-1901
The Open Door Policy

● Led by John Hay
● American proposal

○ Sent notes to each of the powers with spheres of influence
○ Called for the protection of equal privileges among countries trading with China
○ Supported Chinese territorial and administrative integrity

● The proposal did not allow one country to gain control over region.

Boxer Rebellion

● Occurred in Beijing, China (Peking)  to fight against Western and Japanese influence
● Started by a secret society of Chinese who opposed the “foreign devils”
● Reached climax when seized entire Western foreign diplomatic corps
● Imperial powers ended siege, China paid $330 million in reparations



1901-1903
Theodore Roosevelt 

● Following assassination of Mckinley 
he was inaugurated on September 
14, 1901 as the 26th president of 
the United States 

● Domestic Policies: 
○ 1902 Coal Strike: Roosevelt 

and his Secretary of War were 
able to get miners to agree to 
independent arbitration

● Foreign Policies:  
○ “Speak softly and carry a big 

stick and you will go far” 
○ Hay Pauncefote Treaty

Venezuelan Crisis 

● Began December 1902
● Naval blockade against 

Venezuela due to its debt 
to Britain, Germany, and 
Italy

● President Cipriano Castro 
of Venezuela would only 
agree to  international 
arbitration 

● Roosevelt had to force 
Germany to agree by 
sending in larger fleet



US Foreign Policy 1903-1905
Roosevelt Corollary

The Roosevelt corollary was an addition to the Monroe Doctrine in 
1904. The corollary gave the US rights to intervene in the affairs of 
countries not able to maintain order and sovereignty of their own. 
The motivation for this was the Dominican Republic and its inability 
to create a stable government after revolution.

Hay-bunau-varilla treaty

Gave the US exclusive rights to a 10 mile strip of the canal of 
for financial reimbursement and protection for Panama. The 
US initially offered this to Colombia but they refused. US 
organized and supported the Panamanian Revolt, which led to 
Panama becoming an independent nation. They supported the 
canal.



1905-1907
August 1905: Peace Conference, Portsmouth, New 

Hampshire 
U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt brokered a peace 

conference between the Russians and Japanese in the 
summer of 1905. Negotiations resulted in Japan gaining 

control over parts of southern Manchuria and Russia 
maintaining its influence in the northern part of the 

region.

United States Occupation of Cuba of 
1906

 Following the rigged 1905 Cuban 
Presidential Election, the liberal party 
orchestrated a revolt in August of the 

following year. Both sides sought support 
from the United States. When The US 
didn’t show clear support for elected 
president Tomás Estrada Palma, he 

resigned and Secretary of War William 
Howard Taft instated a provisional 

government and named himself 
provisional governor, later ratified by 

President Theodore Roosevelt. American 
troops moved in to protect American 
citizens and economic interests. The 

rebels did not resist and soon 
surrendered. This occupation lasted until 

1909.

The Peace Conference, with the Russians sitting 
at the far side of the table and the Japanese on 
the near side. 

Tomas Estrada Palma, president 
of Cuba during invasion



1907-1909
Gentleman’s Agreement of 1907-

Was an agreement made between 
Japan and the United States to 

address the issue of the immigration 
into the United States by Japanese 

Workers.

Great White Fleet- (1907-1909)-
President Theodore Roosevelt 

sent a 16 battleship fleet on a 
voyage around the world. Its primary 
purpose was to showcase American 

naval power.

By: Caroline Perillo and Reagan Ralston (Period 8)


