
AP US History 

Dr. Benjamins – Spring Semester 
 

Unit 7 - America's Path to Empire: Alternative Assignment 
 
OBJECTIVE:  For students who were unable to participate in the group assignment OR who would prefer to work alone, this 

alternative assignment will address the relevant issues surrounding America’s rise to an imperial power and will serve as an alternative 

to the group/presentation assignment. 

 

General Directions: 

  

1.  Complete outside research on two events listed below (take notes and create a bibliography).  The bibliography must contain at 

least 3 additional scholarly resources and must be in MLA format.  BE CAREFUL WITH INTERNET SITES as sources.  Only 

quality web sites (i.e. university or government web pages), books, journals, and history specific encyclopedias, may be used.  There 

are a number of these in the MHS library, just ask.  This will count as 10% of the essay grade. 

 

(If any of the directions in this section are not followed you will loose 10 points). 

 

2.  Write a 500-1000 word essay addressing the prompt below.  It MUST be typed, double spaced, and in 12 pt Times New Roman 

font.  There should be 1 inch margins on each side, top and bottom. (Yes, I will measure.)  Each source that is listed in your 

bibliography should be cited in your paper at least once.  You will need to turn in a hard copy and provide me a digital copy, please 

email this to me at ira.berlet@springbranchisd.com . (I will verify that your paper is not lifted in any way from the internet.) This will 

be counted as a  QUIZ grade for this nine weeks. 

 

(If any of the directions in this section are not followed you will loose 10 points.) 

 

3.  Be sure to refer to your APUSH writing packet to help in the construction of your essay and to fully understand the prompt. 

 

Essay Prompt: 

 

Compare and contrast two of the following events during the age of American expansionism.  Which of your chosen events best 

exemplifies the ideas of those who supported Imperialism?  Explain your answer. 

 

1. annexation of Hawaii 

2. Open Door Policy in China  

3. beginning of the Panama Canal 

4. US relations with the Philippines 

 

(Be sure to include a brief section introducing the background of both your chosen events. However, the focus of the paper should be 

on a balanced comparison of these events and which would be considered Imperialist in nature.) 

 

Due Date: 

Your typed essay, bibliography, and electronic copy are due by the end of the day (3:00pm) February 14th, 2017.  Any 

assignment turned in after that time will be assessed a 20 point penalty per day, NO EXCEPTIONS. 
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