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The Harding Administration  By: Faith Choi / Period 1

- The Harding Administration refers to the presidency of Warren G. Harding

- He was a Republican 

- His policies derived as a response to those of the progressive and Democratic administration of Wilson 

- He advocated “normalcy” after the war and used it as a campaign slogan

- His administration had the goal of calm and peace after WWI but ended up resulting in massive scandals

- One such scandal was the Teapot Dome Scandal 

- In the scandal, the Secretary of the Interior, Albert B. Fall, took bribes in return for secretly allowing 

private interests to lease lands containing U.S. Navy oil reserves at Teapot Dome, Wyoming and Elk 

Hills, California

- Albert B. Falls ended up receiving bribes totaling up to 

$300,000 

- Fall went to prison and in turn became to first cabinet  

officer to go to prison 

- Although his administration was overtaken by corruption, 

Harding did advance the civil liberties of women and 

African Americans during his presidency and also formally

ended WWI

- The twenties were dominated by small government and 

political bossism because the government was heavily influenced by the will of the people and 

political figures were powerful influencers during the era



Coolidge Administration
President of the United States: 1923-

1929

•Vice President during Harding’s administration 
•After Harding’s death, he took oath of office in 1923
•Believed that the government should interfere as little as possible in 
the life of the nation

~“Silent Cal,” reserved and almost passive approach to presidency
•Wanted a rigid economy, worked with Secretary of the Treasury 
Andrew Mellon to reduce taxes and debts, trimmed federal budget
•Could have won reelection, “I do not choose to run for president in 
1928” slips



Hoover Administration (1929 - 1933)

Stock markets crashed in 1929 which resulted in the Great Depression 

- Promoted voluntarism to recover production of commodities

- Made government spend $423 million for public works 

- Agricultural Marketing Act (April 1929) - federally sponsored Farm Boards made loans to 

national marketing cooperatives and established corporations to buy surpluses

- Reconstruction Finance Corporation (1932) - gave federal loans to troubled banks, railroads, 

and other businesses and made funds available to local gov for public works/relief efforts

July 1932: Hoover ordered Washington D.C. police to evict Bonus marchers (20,000 WWI veterans) 

from some public buildings/land 

Hoover entrusted much power to big government/bureaucracy (most programs proved ineffective). 



The Harding Scandals

- Albert B. Fall & the Teapot Dome Scandal

- In 1921, Fall, the Secretary of the Interior, secretly leased the 

priceless federally owned naval oil reserves at Teapot Dome, WY 

and Elk Hills, CA to two wealthy businessmen and received nearly 

half a million dollars in “loans”, all for himself.

- Charles R. Forbes & the Veterans’ Bureau Scandal

- As the head of the Veterans’ Bureau, Forbes looted the 

government of about $200 million dollars, chiefly in connection 

with the building of hospitals for veterans.

- Harry Daugherty

- Daugherty, the attorney general, was accused of bootlegging, and 

investigated by the Senate in 1924. He was released, but soon after 

he resigned.



The Bonus Bill Veto                                    Period 1

The Bonus Bill was a benefit plan for WW1 veterans as additional compensation 

for their service. 

Many people saw The Bonus Bill as a worthwhile program while some thought the 

bill wasn’t a good idea. One person against the bill was the president Warren G 

Harding. 

In the case of The Bonus Bill, the twenties were dominated by a big government. 

-Decision to veto The Bonus Bill was because of Harding’s persuasion of the 

Senate. 



Hoover and the Hawley-Smoot Tariff
● Causes: Republican leaders’ desires to raise the tariff rates to benefit farmers and agricultural 

concerns; Hoover- pledged to call Congressional session to raise tariffs

● Raised American tariff rates from 38.5% under Fordney-McCumber Act to nearly 60%

● Effects: Caused tariff war across the globe, plunged the world further into worldwide depression

● Answer to question: The 20s were dominated by small government and political bossism. 



The Influence of Henry Ford  By: Pichaya Yimmongkol Period 1

In 1908, the first production of Model T came out 

Emphasized on the assembly line 

Also on the interchangeable parts

Mass production 

Automobile reshape American social and cultural life 

Booming across America 

● In the 1920’s, involved with “welfare 
capitalism 

○ He shortened the weekend
○ Raised wages 
○ Instituted paid vacations

The twenties: Was it a business’s paradise or an economic dirge?: It was a business’s paradise in the 
United States during the 1920s. Prosperity occur for many businesses with little competition. There was a 
great demand in product and mass production help to grow their companies and industries. 



Concerning the agriculture, the 1920s were an economic dirge. The crippling debts incurred by 

farmers forced many to go bankrupt or move to the city.

The Agriculture Problem

Following WWI, American farmers found a large market for their 

products in a devastated Europe. Along with the advent of 

improved farming techniques and tools, this led to a huge 

overproduction of goods. Many farmers had used the boom to buy 

up other farms and invest more money into producing more food. 

Once the European economy had recovered however, there was 

no longer a large demand for food. This led to a huge drop in the 

price of food, leaving many farmers in debt. Many farmers blamed 

the government and tried to have laws passed to relieve poor 

farmers. Ultimately, farming problems did not begin to return to 

normal until the late 1930s.



The Growth of Mass Production and the Decline of Railroad

● Started with Henry Ford's invention of the moving assembly line, and spread to 

many other factories in the U.S.

● Used to create everything: cars, toasters, radios, vacuum cleaners, refrigerators

● Increased demand in the steel, petroleum, and glass industries

● Caused in part by the "laissez-faire" economy

● Railroads were replaced with cars and planes. Henry Ford’s Model T allowed 

anyone to buy a car at a reasonable price, and led to easier travel and shipping 

options and increased road and highway construction. Airplane production grew 

because of Charles Lindbergh's flight from New York to Paris

Effects

● Manufacturing increased 60% and workers were more efficient/productive

● Sometimes increased wages and shorter work days

● Large stock led to cheaper prices

● More people could afford things, higher standard of living

● Larger demand for suburban housing led to boom in construction industry

The 1920s was a businessman’s paradise because business was booming and the 

economic prosperity even though there was an agricultural crisis.



Stock Boom of the 1920s
Stock Boom was a businessman’s paradise

Occurred after WWI 

Between 1921 - 1924 the GNP jumped 40% from $69 billion to $93 billion and 

wages rose by an average of 22% per person.

Used wartime manufacturing techniques and focused them on consumers

Electricity access allowed Americans to use labor-saving devices like washing 

machines and electric razors

Mass advertising began promoting large range of goods

Consumers bought goods through hire purchase which prevented them from 

truly owning the thing they bought 

US put up high import tariffs on foreign goods                                       asd       

and foreign countries put up high tariffs as well



Social: Changing Morality- “Flappers”

● A modern woman whose liberated lifestyle found 
expression in dress, hairstyle, speech, and 
behavior

● Lower-middle-class and working-class single 
women

● No longer necessary to maintain a rigid, 
Victorian female “respectability”

● Started smoking, drinking, dancing, wearing 
seductive clothing and makeup, and attending 
lively parties

● Release from repression and inhibition

Answer: The “Jazz Age” is best characterized as carefree 
since women were able to escape from old social norms 
and be independent.

Lan Zheng P: 1

Question: Was the so called “Jazz Age” best characterized 
as carefree or insecure?



The Jazz Age & Ku Klux Klan
● founded during Reconstruction, emerged in late 1860s and declined in late 1870s after Reconstruction

● revived in 1915 (in part because of the movie Birth of a Nation)

● resurgence of popularity in the 1920s, but collapsed again by the 1930s 

● again reappears in the 1950s and 1960s in reaction to Civil Rights movement

● Social Movements Supported by the Klan

● anti-immigrant sentiments: Immigration Restriction (Literary test)

● Immigration Act of 1924 (The Johnson-Reed Act) 



Fundamentalists vs. Modernists

largely rural 

traditional faith

literal interpretations of the Bible

opposed teachings of Darwin/evolution

generally more educated

urban

middle class

adapted religion to modern science

● Dayton, TN March 1925: Butler Act passed

● May: John T. Scopes - 24 year old biology teacher

○ accused of teaching evolution

○ agreed to be arrested

● Put on trial: 

○ Clarence Darrow and William Jennings Bryan

○ hugely publicized

○ clearly violated the law, guilty, fined

● Results:

○ victory for modernists - Darrow’s cross examination

○ put fundamentalists on defensive

○ didn’t resolve issues between the two groups

Scopes Trial

Period 1

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/monkeytrial/sfeature/sf_music.html#

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/monkeytrial/sfeature/sf_music.html


Sensationalism in the 1920s

Also known as “Jazz Journalism”

New type of news, Tabloids.

Focused on entertainment (i.e. celebrities, murders, scandals), rather than actual news 

stories.

Target demographic was low income immigrant workers.

Not only print news, radio shows also practiced this doctrine.

The Jazz age was carefree, as entertainment took a more prominent role in the lives of 

all individuals.



Advertisements
● Rising capitalism

● Mass production

● Insecurities, fears, instincts

● Billboards, magazines

● Brand recognition 



Gangster in The 1920’s  

- Gangsters in the 20’s flourished because of prohibition (18th amendment)

- In the 1920’s, gangsters sold alcohol illegally for great profit using violence, fear and extortion of of police officers. 

- Gangsters were mostly immigrants.

- The most notorious gangster of the 1920’s was Al Capone who made 60 million dollars in one year due to the illegal 

bootlegging of alcohol. 

- Prohibition is the reason crime and mobsters had risen significantly in the 1920s. 

- Gangsters used violence to maintain their keep control of the black markets 

- The Saint Valentine's Day Massacre in 1929 in which seven people were shot down resulted 

from the struggle of power for Chicago between the Irish American Gang and the South Side 

Italian Gang led by Al Capone.  

- The “Jazz Age” is best characterized as carefree as socialites did not care about the increase of the gang violence and 

crime of gangster as they indirectly supported it by buying bootlegged alcohol at illegal speakeasies.  They cared more 

about having fun and being carefree than following the law and having a safe environment.



Socialism
➢ Definition

○ A political and economic theory of social 

organization that advocates that the 

means of production, distribution, and 

exchange should be owned or regulated by 

the community as a whole

➢ Coming to America in 1850s

➢ Socialist Party (1900-1912)

○ Eugene V Debs 

○ Progressive era

➢ The Russian Revolution

○ Created fear of labour unions

➢ The Red Scare (1919-1920)

○ Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer



Eugene V. Debs

At age 15 started working for the railroad and rose through the ranks of the union

In 1894 became president of American Railway Union and led the Pullman strike. Strike was declared illegal but Debs carried on. This 

resulted in 6 months in prison where he became a socialist.

Debs after prison, helped found the Social Democracy of America party and ran for presidency. He gained 87,895 votes. (.06%)

One year later Social Democratic party founded by Debs and was the party’s chairman. In the 1904 election gained 402,810 votes 

(2.98%) 1908, 420,852 votes (2.83%), 1912, 901,551 votes (5.99%) 1920 received 913,693, highest record for a Socialite Party 

Candidate.

Arrested on June 16, 1918 by the Wilson Admin based on the Sedition Act. Was pardoned December 25, 1921.

By President Harding. When released was met with a crowd of 50,000 and President Harding met him also. 

Prison damaged his health and he died due to this.



Palmer Raids

A series of raids conducted by the United States Department 

of Justice to deport suspected radical leftists from the United 

States. Under the leadership of Attorney General A. Mitchell 

Palmer, the raids started in November 1919 and ended in 

January 1920. More than 500 foreign citizens were deported, 

including a number of prominent leftist leaders. Many 

officials at the U.S. Department of Labor became frustrated 

and objected to Palmer’s methods.
Picture of Attorney General 

A. Mitchell Palmer



United Negro 

Improvement 

Association (UNIA)

Leader: Marcus Garvey 

● Launched a chain of black-owned 

grocery stores and urged for the creation 

of other black businesses in order to 

promote the ideology of black 

nationalism 

● The UNIA, also known as “The Garvey 

Movement,” experienced explosive 

growth in the 1920s 

● Began to decline in 1923 when Garvey 

was charged with business fraud and 

was deported to Jamaica 



Marcus Garvey

Black Jamaican

Black nationalism

Encouraged African Americans to reject 

assimilation into white society. 

Develop pride in own race and culture. 

Founded the UNIA (Universal Negro Improvement 

Association) in 1912

Eventually urged supporters to leave American and 

return to Africa. 

1923 - Support for Garvey declined. 

1925 - Garvey deported to Jamaica. 

Kristine Chin, Period 1

Q: Was this an age of unlawful 

protest or legal repression?

A: Legal repression - Nothing that 

Marcus Garvey did was unlawful, as 

he was only encouraging the creation 

of a black society separate from the 

whites because of pride in his own 

race.



It was a literary movement from the 1920s.

Members include: Ernest Hemingway, Gertrude Stein, F. Scott Fitzgerald, James Joyce, 

and John Dos Passos

Term got its origin from a conversation between Stein and Hemingway.

They believed that traditional values no longer had any relevance to their time.

Main themes: irony, satire, stream of consciousness, and nonlinearity of plot.

In relevance to the “Lost Generation” 

the 1920s was an age of legal 

repression,because they were 

emotionally repressed. They felt  

disillusioned by the violence and 

uncertainty around them.  

The “Lost Generation”



Disarmament
America invited all major naval powers aside from Bolshevik Russia to a disarmament 

conference from 1921-1922. A plan was drawn up that declared a ten-year holiday on 

building battleships and even scrapping some that were already built. The US and Great 

Britain were allowed to have 5 battleships and Japan could only have 3. This deal did not 

include any other types of ships aside from battleships and aircraft carriers, so the US 

lagged further behind as other countries produced cruisers and other ships. The treaty in 

reality was just another piece of paper that the countries did not really respect. The 20s are 

best remembered as a period of internationalism because the US was branching out and 

attempting to make treaties and deals with the other countries. Even though the other 

countries did not follow the treaties most of the time, the US still attempted to branch out 

and make deals.

Andrew Elias 

Period 1



Dawes and Young Plans for Reparations 
Dawes Plan (1924)

● Negotiated agreement for Germany’s reparation plan between France, 

Britain, Germany, and the U.S. 

● Led by Charles G. Dawes 

● American banks would provide loans to Germany, Britain, and France

● Germany would use the loan money to pay reparations to France and 

Britain, who would use that money to repay war debts to the U.S. 

● Complicated flow of funds between the major powers

● Expanded America’s economic involvement in Europe 

Young Plan (1929) 

● Second renegotiation of Germany’s WW1 reparation plan 

● Led by Owen D. Young

● Reduced amount that Germany owed

● Set up the Bank of International Settlements

● Ended foreign control over Germany’s economics 

● Halted by the depression of the 1930’s 

Are the twenties best remembered as a period of isolation or one of internationalism? 
The twenties are best remembered as a period of isolation due to the restrictions on immigration and the refusal to join the League 

of Nations. Though the U.S. played a role as a negotiator and creditor to the Eastern hemisphere, most Americans wanted to stay 

out of European conflict and focus on domestic issues. 



Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact

Often referred to as the Pact of Paris, the pact was an 

agreement to outlaw war. It was signed on August 27, 1928, and 

was one of several efforts to prevent another World War. It 

renounced war as a solution to international disputes. The signing 

nations had agreed to limit the size of their navies and other ways 

of offense. However, the pact was difficult to properly enforce and 

was ineffective in stopping the rise of militarism.

When looking at the twenties in regards to this pact, the period 

would best be remembered as one of internationalism. This is 

despite many of the efforts to promote such internationalism 

resulting in failure.



The Appointment of Taft to the Supreme Court-

1

Laura Miles

In 1912 when the Republicans renominated Taft, Roosevelt went to lead the 

Progressive Party, guaranteeing the election of Woodrow Wilson. 

Once Taft was free of the Presidency, he served as a Professor of Law until 

Harding, the 29th President of the United States, made him the Chief Justice of

the United States in 1921.

Taft Held this position until just before he died in 1930.

Taft said that the appointment was his greatest honor. He said that he didn’t

even remember he was ever president.

The Supreme Court under Taft posed many hoops for industry and the power of the states. 

There were very few liberals on the Taft Court as well; some protested, but most often joined the majority 

opinion. 

The Taft Court dealt with over 10 major ruling between the years 1921 to 1930

The court decisions seem to favor civil rights over property rights because the reasons that 

backed up many of the decisions ruled by the court coincide with the 14th Amendment of the 

United States Constitution.



Adair vs. United States

● Argued: October 29, 1907

● Decided: January 27, 1908

● Declared: Bans on “Yellow-

Dog Contracts” were 

unconstitutional

● Reaffirms Doctrine of 

Freedom Contract

● Ushers in “Lochner Era”

Question: Do the court decisions favor property rights 

over civil rights?

Answer: In regards to my topic, the courts definitely 

favored property rights over civil rights.

Emmy Deans



Child Labor Laws
Hammer v. Dagenhart (1918)

Questioned the constitutionality of the Keating-Owen Act of 1916

Determined it was unconstitutional to manage the manufacturing of goods

States had the power to regulate child labor, and most already did

Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Co. (1922)

Questioned the Child Labor Tax Act of 1919

Deemed as a criminal penalty and regulation of business instead of a tax

The Child Labor Amendment (1924)

Proposed to help regulate labor of children under 18

Ratified by most states by the mid 1930s, but never reached ¾ requirement

Do the court decisions favor property rights over civil rights? Yes. The courts were 

unable to continue regulating children’s civil rights.



Holmes and Schenck Case

Schenck, who was against the war, spread pamphlets.

The government accused Schneck of violating the Espionage 

Act.

Schenck refuted back saying it was unconstitutional.

Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes argued that it does not violate 

it.

Justice Holmes’s decision expressed what is called the “clear 

and present danger test”.

The court decisions favor property rights over civil rights  

because the court ruled that since Schenck was showing clear and present danger 

to the country, his actions were not protected under the 1st amendment

Jenny Hwang


