
Megatrends of the 1920s
Period 8



The Harding Scandals and the Bonus Bill Veto

Harding Scandals
● Major incidents of corruption in 

government that occurred while 
Warren Harding was president in the 
early 1920s

● Teapot Dome Scandal
○ Albert Fall 
○ Bribes in the oil business

● Alcohol in the White House 
● Affair with Nan Britton 

Bonus Bill Veto
● World War Adjusted Compensation Act 

1922
○ Benefit to veterans of American 

military service in World War I.
○ $1.00 awarded for each day served 

in the United States and $1.25 for 
each day served abroad

● President Coolidge
○ Vetoed bill granting bonuses to 

veterans
○ "patriotism...bought and paid for is 

not patriotism."
○ Congress overrode the veto

Kelly Collins 

The 1920s were dominated by small government and bossism. Albert Fall is an example of 
bossism because he took bribes and it was a small government because there was not a lot of 
regulation or significant government spending programs.



The Coolidge-Mellon fiscal program 

Calvin Coolidge wanted higher tariffs, but tax cuts for corporations/the wealthy

Mellon's 'trickle down' tax policies favored the rapid expansion of capital investment. As a result, the tax burden shifted to the middle 

class

Overall, high taxes forced investors to invest in tax-exempt securities rather than in factories that provided economic growth

Mellon wanted to reduce the national debt by making government smaller. Subsequently, he reduced the national debt by $10 billion 

(from ~ $26 to $16 billion).

During the twenties, a small government and political bosses were the ones who allowed the Coolidge-Mellon fiscal program to take 

place in the first place.

Alexandra Bradshaw Benjamins 8



Influence of Henry Ford

Henry Ford’s career began at the age of 16 when he took an apprenticeship in 

Detroit where he was later hired at Edison Illuminating Company as an 

engineer. Once Ford started the Ford Motor Company in 1903 he then produced 

the Quadricycle which was a simple vehicle with four bicycle wheels. This led to 

the 1908 launch of the Model T. As a result of the extreme demand for the 

vehicle Ford looked for new means of mass production. Including standardized 

interchangeable parts and the assembly line. By 1918 half of the cars in 

America were Model T’s and a new standard had been set for industrialization 

which is Ford’s greatest accomplishment. 

The evolution of Henry Ford from a young farm boy to one of the most successful 

businessmen in America is an archetypal example of the American dream. Ford proved that the 

free market economy of this time provided an environment of extreme competition but also 

tremendous entrepreneurial strides. 



The Growth of Mass Production and Decline of 

RailroadsMass Production

Arose from power 

sources, moving 

assembly line, and a 

lack of restriction on 

big business

Automobile a prime 

example of mass 

production

Increasingly a consumer 

culture

Decline In Railroads

● Automobile is the nation’s 

new focus

● No more subsidies for 

railroads, now government 

builds highways and roads 

systems

● Airplane as well contributes 

to the decline

● Railroads no longer the 

powerhouse of the American 

economy

The twenties WERE a businessman’s paradise, because despite the lower class struggles, the US were 

a dominant economic force in the 1920’s and businessmen thrived in the new consumer culture



The Stock Boom

8th

In the 1920’s the economic boom was based off of selling more and more goods. 

The boom was also based off buying on credit. As the industry boomed, so did 

stock market shares. Every year, prices of shares went up. There was no control on 

the buying and selling of shares, which eventually lead to the Stock Market Crash in 

1929. 

Question: Was the twenties a businessman's paradise or an economic dirge? 

Answer: The 1920’s was a businessman’s paradise because they were making 

money off of the economic activity such as the buying and selling and selling of 

shares.



Changing morality- “Flappers” 

Per.8

The so called “Jazz Age” would be best 

characterized as carefree because people 

turned against normal ways and did what 

they pleased. The evolving of new music, 

dances, and lifestyles created an 

indepedent like atmosphere far from 

insecure. 

“Charleston” by James P. 

Johnson. Inspired a new 

dance style and was one 

of the many songs that 

displayed the new social 

freedom of the flapper.

Flapper styles included...

● Bobbing their hair

● Smoking cigarettes

● Wearing makeup 

● Hemned knee dresses 

instead of ankle

● Driving cars

Being a flapper symbolized a 

“yearned for” and “devil-may-care 

indepence” for american women. 

Flappers did what society did not 

expect a women would do.

1920’s

http://youtube.com/v/F5y0hSqO48U
http://youtube.com/v/F5y0hSqO48U


Ku Klux Klan
The KKK or Ku Klux Klan has died and  been 

revived many times but there has been three main 

revival periods. The first is when the Klan was first 

founded which was 1866 - 1870. The second Klan 

was founded in 1915 - 1944. Finally, the third Klan 

was founded in 1946 - present day.

2nd Revival

After a period of decline, white Protestant nativist

groups revived the Klan in the early 20th century, 

burning crosses and staging rallies, parades and 

marches denouncing immigrants, Catholics, Jews, 

blacks and organized laborers. During the second 

revival the Klan had between 4 million and 5 

million followers. It was at its peak in the mid 

1920’s. 

The Klan employed various methods for terrorizing 

and intimidating anyone targeted as “un-

american”. The Klan dressed in white hoods to 

disguise their identity, burned crosses, and 

punished their victims with whips, tar, feathers and 

would even hang victims. In the 1920s the Klan 

even influenced politics in states such as Indiana 

and Texas if a candidate wanted to win office they 

had to be members of the KKK.

The second revival of the Klan started to disperse

around 1925 after discovery of internal corruption 

and the murder conviction of Grand Dragon David 

Stephenson, leader of Indiana’s Klan. 

Was the so called "Jazz Age" best 

characterized as carefree or 

insecure?

The Ku Klux Klan had numerous worries 

and insecurities considering race, 

ethnicity and religion of Americans. They 

also caused destruction and fear for 

many Americans. So due to the many 

insecurities they had about immigrants 

and the insecurities that they caused 

communities and immigrants. I would 

best characterize the “Jazz Age” as 

insecure.

* Born in Houston, Texas



Fundamentalist v. Modernist                         8th period 

Fundamentalist- defenders of the traditional faith: provincial, mostly rural men and women, fighting to 

maintain the centrality in the American life.

Modernist- mainly urban, middle-class people who had attempted to adapt religion to the teachings of 

science and to the realities of their modern secular society 

Scopes trial (aka monkey trial):

On March 1925, the Tennessee legislature adopted a law making it illegal 

for a public teacher to teach any theory that denies the story of divine 

creation of man as taught in the Bible. In Dayton, Tennessee John 

Scopes, a young high school biology teacher, had defied the law and 

taught the theory of evolution. Scopes was prosecuted by William 

Jennings Bryan, his defender was Clarence Darrow. Since Scopes had 

broken the law he was found guilty and had to pay a $100 fine. 



Advertisements in the 1920’s  8th period
● Advertisements changed from reform to consumerism. 

● The advertising industry could never have the impact it did without the 

emergence of new vehicles of communication that made it possible to 

reach new audiences quickly and easily.

● There was much trust in the science then, as there is now, but much of 

the science was not proven. Although people at the time believed it.

- Ex: Packaging on candy raved about its health benefits. Wrapper of the 

Baby Ruth bar says “rich in dextrose, the sugar your body uses directly 

for energy.

● This was a major time for women. Advertisements were previously were 

about men, for men, and made by men. But during this time were able to 

work and school. Women did the shopping and were able to influence 

their husbands, therefore many ads were now being targeted toward 

women.

● Why was the so called “Jazz Age” best characterized as carefree or 

insecure?



Gangsters

The passing of the 18th amendment led to the rise of organized crime, or gangs. 

These gangs produced and sold alcohol, using the profits to bribe police and 

politicians. Often spawning out of immigrant neighborhoods, wars broke out among 

rival gangs, resulting in around 500 deaths in the 1920s alone, in order to secure their 

hold in the illegal alcohol market. The police had trouble arresting and convicting 

gangsters as they all covered for each other. Convictions were often made on charges 

unrelated to their gruesome crimes. Chicago was the epicenter of gang activity, it’s 

mob bosses making millions from the illicit sale of alcohol. They expanded their 

industries into prostitution, gambling, and narcotics. Businesses were forced to pay for 

protection, which meant pay to keep the gangs from destroying their stores and 

possessions. Gangsters dubbed racketeers worked their way up the ranks in labor 

unions to corrupt them. An estimated 12 to 18 billion dollars circulated the organized 

crime industry. 

Gambler 

George 

McManus 

after being 

acquitted 

of the 

murder of 

Arthur 

Rothstein

Infamous Chicago 

mob boss Al 

Capone, who was 

eventually 

imprisoned for 

income tax evasion.

in the 

1920s

Pertaining to Gangsters in particular, the “Jazz Age” was both carefree and insecure. 

Gangsters at this time were carefree in the sense that they had no regard for the law or 

punishment for the horrible crimes they were committing because the police had extreme 

difficulty convicting mobsters. But it was also a time of insecurity as gangs and gangsters 

would be constantly fighting to be on top, whether working their way up the ranks or fighting 

competing gangs.



Eugene V. Debs & Socialism
Debs formed the American Railway Union in 1892. Two years later he led one of the largest strikes in 

American history, the Pullman Strike. When its workers refused to accept a pay cut, The Pullman Car Company 

fired 5000 employees. To show support, Debs called for the members of the American Railway Union to refrain 

from operating any trains that used Pullman cars. When the strike was declared illegal by the federal court, chaos 

erupted. President Cleveland ordered federal troops to stop the strikers and Debs was arrested and sent to jail. 

Debs was originally a Democrat but he switched to Socialism after the Pullman Strike. In the 1900s, he ran for 

president for the 1st time, after that he ran 4 more times and his followers eventually rose to near 1 million 

members. The second time he went to jail was for 10 years after giving an anti-war speech denouncing American 

participation in WW1 which interfered with the Sedition Act of 1918, where he ran for president once more. His 

jailing caused many riots from anarchists and socialists within his newly formed Social Democratic party. He 

also created the IWW (International Workers of the World). 

American socialists based their beliefs on the writings of Karl Marx, who created the Communist ideology. Many wondered why so many 

working class Americans should have so little while a few industrial owners grew incredibly wealthy. No wealth could exist without the work of its 

workforce. They suggested that the government should own all industries and divide the profits among those who actually created the products. 

These socialists became a part of the I.W.W. (Industrial Workers of the World) and called themselves the “Wobblies”. They slowly grew in number 

and led hundreds of strikes across America to overthrow the capitalist system, sending a message across the nation that workers were being treated 

unfairly. Soon, during WWI, they began an anti-war campaign, where many were arrested or abused for treason = the start of American radicalism. 

After 2 decades, socialism in America began to die down.



Palmer Raids

The 1920s was an age of legal repression:

On 1/1/1920, Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer and his                  assistance 

J. Edgar Hoover orchestrated a series of raids on alleged radical centers 

throughout the country and arrested more than 6,000 people. 

Purpose was to uncover large caches of weapons and explosives; only 

discovered 3 pistols

Most arrested were ultimately released; about 500 were not citizens and were 

deported

One of the greatest contributions to the Red Scare

Communists, along with other differrent grouop were denied their basic rights as a 

US citizens, therefore proving that the 1920s were a time of repression.



Universal Negro Improvement Association and 

Marcus Garvey
● Marcus Garvey was a black political activist from 

Jamaica who was a co-founder of the Universal Negro 

Improvement Association 

● Garvey was a proponent and advocate of the Pan-

Africanism movement

● Garvey stressed for blacks to take pride in their 

achievements and heritage. 

● The UNIA urged the creation of black owned and ran 

businesses and started the first black owned grocery 

store.
This was an era of legal repression instead of unlawful protest. During the 20s African Americans 

were lawfully repressed due to Jim Crow laws. African Americans were also seen as being seen as 

inferior to whites in the eyes of most citizens and government officials. These factors led to blacks 

protesting for legitimate reasons such as equal rights.



The Lost Generation

- Post WWI generation, writers

- Considered “lost” because they didn’t believe traditional values were relevant anymore, 

rejected previous generations’ ideas of appropriate behavior, morality, and gender roles

- Lacked purpose/drive due to horrific experiences during the war

- Themes in literature:

- Extravagant parties and drinking

- Challenge in gender roles

- Unattainable idealised past

- Cynical and critical of society

- Answer: Age of protest

- Revolution in thought, rejection of past ideology

- Criticized society 

Ernest Hemingway as a Red 

Cross volunteer



Disarmament
Effect of World War I

Treaty of Versailles

Downfall of isolationism

League of Nations

Kellogg-Briand Pact

World Disarmament 

Conference

Washington Conference

Five-Power Treaty

Four-Power Treaty

Nine-Power Treaty
Washington Conference (1921)

Meeting of The League of Nations (1920)

Q: Are the twenties best remembered 

as a period of isolationism or one of 

internationalism?

A: Overall, the disarmament movement 

lends itself to the view that the twenties 

were a period of internationalism due to 

abundance of meetings and negotiations 

between European nations and the US.

Robert Eggert Period 8



Adair vs. United States - Period 8

William Adair fired worker for being part of a 

union

Supreme Court declared that the Erdman Act 

was unconstitutional

The court in this case favored property rights 

over civil rights because the court decided that 

the Erdman Act violated the 5th amendment 

which protected property rights.



Child Labor Laws and the Courts

● 1900s

○ 2 mil children worked

○ 1916- Keating Owen Act, 

1918- Child Labor Tax Law

■ Supreme court deemed 

unconstitutional

● 1920s

○ Critical time for child labor

○ 1920- 12 mil worked

○ 1924- Congress proposed 

constitutional amendment

■ authorized federal child 

labor legislation

■ States didn’t ratify

● Court decisions were 

slowly becoming more in 

favor of civil rights


