
 

 

Dual Credit U.S. History – 

Colonial Origins to 1877 

(HIST 1301) 

  
 

Professor Contact Information: 

Professor: Ira Lee Benjamins, Ph.D.  

Classroom: A207     Tutorials: M/W before school or by appointment 

Email: ira.benjamins@springbranchisd.com  Voice Mail: 713.251.2658    

 

Welcome to Dual Credit US History 
Course Title: U.S. History to 1877   Term and Year: Fall 2016 

Classes: HIST 1301    Class days: Mon., Wed., Thur. or Fri. (3 days a week) 

Sections: CRN: TBD    “Office Hours” days: Tues. and Thurs. or Fri. (2 days a week) 

Credit Hours: 3     MHS Period: 4th Period 

 

Course Overview: 

 

Catalog Description: 

This course is a survey of U.S. History from Pre-Contact Societies through Reconstruction. Themes to be developed include westward 

expansion and globalization, slavery, Native Americans, and religious and social changes. An additional purpose of this course is to 

introduce students to the skills and practices of history. 

 

Course Learning Outcomes:  

 Create an argument through the use of historical evidence. 

 Analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources. 

 Analyze the effects of historical, social, political, economic, cultural, and global forces on this period of United States history. 

 

In our efforts to prepare students for a changing world, 

students may be expected to utilize computer technology 

while enrolled in this class. The specific requirements are 

listed below: 
 Use of the Learning Management System – ItsLearning 

(more info later) 

 Possible use of Discussion Boards in Itslearning 

 Online submission of all papers through TurnItIn.com 

 Online class assignments through Connect 

 

 
 

Class Meetings: Official Class Meetings and Office Hours 

To provide students with as close as possible to an actual college course experience this Dual Credit class will have official class 

sessions 3 days a week and what I will call “Office Hours” the other days.  The other two days we will still meet but those days will be 

reserved for skills training, independent study, meetings with your professor, make-ups, research, etc.  These days will be referred to 

as “Office Hours” during which time you will have the freedom to schedule meetings with your professor. As per MHS policy 

attendance is expected and will be taken, but the course will have a very different feel.  On days that we do not have official class 

meetings students will be expected to work on history material only (it will not be a study hall), but the student will have the freedom 

to determine what history assignments/activities they will work on during those times.  Early in the fall semester “Office Hours” will 

be dominated by skills instruction (critical reading of your college level textbook, instruction on writing historical essays, and general 

study skills tips).  As the academic year progresses these days will be controlled more by the student based on their needs in the class 

at that time.  This could include: completing online assignments; research in the library; reading of monographs, essays, or the 

textbook; or meeting with your professor to discuss work on your upcoming essays. 
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Getting Ready 

Required Books: 
 Alan Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, 8th Edition Combined Version bundled with McGraw-Hill Connect  

o ISBN: 9781259973727  

o Connect is the electronic portion of the book which will provide a digital copy of the book, a unique program called 

SmartBook, and access to online assignments. 

o The combined version will be used for the entire year, both HIST 1301 and HIST 1302 

o Cost: New –$ 85.70 / Used: $64.30 

o Can be purchased together online at: 

http://hccs.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/BNCB_TextbookDetailView?catalogId=10001&item=N&langId=-

1&productId=650013213761&storeId=19561  

o Other purchasing options: 

 Students may purchase used editions or find cheaper options for the textbook on Amazon. Be sure 

to purchase the combined edition with all 32 chapters if you are looking for the book outside of 

the bundled option. 

 This is what the cover looks like:          

 Students may also choose to use the book issued by MHS, Alan Brinkley American History: 

Connections with the Past, 15th edition. The chapters are the same but The Unfinished Nation 

is a concise version of the other book. Thus, they may choose not to purchase the textbook, 

but they will not be able to write in the book issued by MHS. 

 Student Registration Information for Connect will be distributed the first week of class. 

 An access code for Connect, the online portion, may be purchased separately online with a credit 

card the first time you visit the Connect website. Details will be included with Student 

Registration Information. 

 Please note that if you choose to just buy the Connect access it is only for 1-term. It will need to 

be purchased again for the 2nd semester. 

 

 Paul E. Johnson & Sean Wilentz, The Kingdom of Matthias: A Story of Sex and Salvation in 19th Century America, 2nd edition 

o ISBN: 9780199892495 

o Cost on Amazon.com – New - $18.89 / Used – from $8.85 and up 

o You may purchase either the first or second edition, and you might find it very cheap at Half Priced Books. Either 

way is fine. 

 Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave 

o Any version of this text is fine. Many have been published. Some are free online. 

o Cost: New - from $1 to $10 / Digital – Free online and other digital versions (i.e. Kindle) 

 

Other Required Materials: 

 Blue or Black Pens 

 2 or 3 Spiral Notebooks for in-class notes, in-class activities, and reading notes. (Preferred style College/Summary Rule) 

 See class web site for examples of College/Summary Ruled notebooks 

 

Instructor Guidelines and Policies: 

Attendance 

It is imperative that you attend class.  Material is presented in such a way that frequent absences will ensure failure.  Students who 

miss a class meeting are responsible for getting copies of handouts and lecture notes from peers.  I will not provide students with 

outlines, notes, etc. but will be glad to answer questions about the course via email or during my office hours. 

 

http://hccs.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/BNCB_TextbookDetailView?catalogId=10001&item=N&langId=-1&productId=650013213761&storeId=19561
http://hccs.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/BNCB_TextbookDetailView?catalogId=10001&item=N&langId=-1&productId=650013213761&storeId=19561
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College policy states that after missing six hours from a course you should withdraw from the course.  If you stop attending and do not 

complete the proper withdrawal forms, you will receive an F for this course.  It is your responsibility to complete the necessary 

paperwork before the official drop date.  I will not grant incompletes, extensions, or late withdrawals.  Exceptional circumstances (i.e. 

serious illness, accident, etc.) that are documented in writing should be submitted to the administration office, not the professor, for 

late withdrawal or medical leave. Notify me in advance if you anticipate an absence. 

 

Entering the class late distracts the attention of both instructor and students. Three tardies are equivalent to one absence and a student 

with six total absences or more should withdraw from the class or receive a grade of F. If the student arrives more than 10 minutes late 

to class, they will be considered absent. Students are not allowed to leave the class 15 minutes before the regular schedule without the 

permission from the instructor. 

 

 

Civility Statement / Classroom Behavior: 

Members of this college community, which includes faculty, 

staff and students, are expected to act honestly and responsibly 

in all aspects of campus life. This College holds all members 

accountable for their actions and words. Therefore, all 

members should commit themselves to behave in a manner 

that recognizes personal respect and demonstrates concern for 

the personal dignity, rights, and freedoms of every member of 

the College community, including respect for College property 

and the physical and intellectual property of others.  

 

 

Graded Assignments 

 4 exams 

o The exams will cover material up to the test date, since the last exam, including all work assigned in and out of class. 

The test questions may be any combination of multiple choice, short answer, and essay.  However, all exams will have a 

written portion. Should you miss a test it is your responsibility to schedule a make-up test.  Make-up tests will consist 

entirely of essay questions.  

 2 extended essays based on a required monographs (More information will be given later) 

 15 Online Modules from The Unfinished Nation / Connect (More information will be given later) 

 1 Term Paper / Individual Research Paper (More information will be given later) 

 Optional assignment opportunities are available and will consist of various written items (More information will be given later) 

 

Make Up Exams: 

There will be no make-ups unless students provide legitimate excuses for the absence prior to the exam, (email as soon as you know 

you will miss the exam and supply a doctor’s note upon your return). Make up exams will consist only of essays. These will be 

administered in the Academic Success Center. 

 

Electronic Devices: 

Cellular/smart phones must be turned off before entering the classroom.  Laptop usage should be limited to writing assignments and 

research on “Office Hours” days. Email, social media, web surfing, etc. can wait and are a distraction to you, the student, and 

those classmates around you. If a student is chooses to engage in any of these activities they will be asked to leave class.  If the 

student is asked to leave the classroom because of failure to follow our class technology policy, the student may not return to that 

class until he or she arranges a conference with the professor: it is the student’s responsibility to arrange for this conference. 
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Grades: 

 

Summary of Assignments & Points: 

 15 Unfinished Nation/Connect Online Modules – 150 pts. 

(10 pts. each) 

 2 Monograph Essays – 200 pts. (100 pts. each) 

 Exam 1 – 100 pts. 

 Exam 2 – 100 pts. 

 Exam 3 – 100 pts. 

 Exam 4 (Final Exam) – 150 pts. 

 Term Paper/Research Paper – 150 pts. 

 Participation – 50 pts. 

Assignments      Total Pts. 

4 Exams      450 points 

Essays & Term Paper    350 points 

Unfinished Nation online Modules   150 points 

Participation       50 points 

  Overall Total Pts. 1000 points 

 

 

MHS Final Grade Determination 

 

9 Weeks Grade Averages: 

 Major Grades (Tests, Essays, Term Paper) - 60% 

 Minor Grades (Online Modules, Participation) – 40 % 

 

Semester Grade Averages: 

 1st 9 weeks – 40% 

 2nd 9 weeks – 40 % 

 Final Exam – 20% 

HCC Final Grade Determination 

 

After the Last Exam, points will be totaled, and grades will be 

assigned as follows: 

 

Point Range   Letter Grade 

1000 points to 895 points  A 

894 points to 795 points  B 

794 points to 695 points  C 

694 points to 595 points  D 

594 points and below  F 

 

*NOTE: passing in college is 60% while it’s 70% in high 

school 

 

 

Optional Assignments: 

I do not give any individual “extra credit.”  Optional Assignments are available to everyone. As you complete all the coursework, you 

may wish to also complete these optional assignments. Each will add the specified number of points to the overall total. Due dates are 

non-negotiable and no additional time will be given. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

 

Optional assignments will consist of reviews of essays by professional historians and possibly film reviews.  More information on 

these assignments will be provided later.  It should be noted that there will be a limit to the number of additional optional assignments 

students may complete. 

 

 
Thomas Jefferson 

 
Frederick Douglass 

 

 

Reading in College History Courses: 

College history courses are by nature reading intensive. If you feel like you might need to improve your reading to be successful, don’t 

worry you’re not alone. It’s not uncommon for first year students to need help mastering the study skills necessary to be successful. In 

the past I have recommended the following web site used by Dartmouth University first year students: 

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~acskills/handouts.html  The sections on active reading & note taking will be helpful. 

 

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~acskills/handouts.html
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Writings: 

Writing is central to history. Just think about the word “prehistoric,” which refers to the period before the invention of writing, a time 

when our ancestors could not record reflections about their lives.  Historians use their writing skills to develop and present 

interpretations of the past. In this course, we’ll work on how to write a coherent and persuasive historical argument. You’ll practice 

writing with brief responses to questions about primary documents in class (material produced in the past on which historians base 

their interpretations), as well as a longer essay dealing with issues raised by books by historians, and your own historical argument 

through a research project that will be worked on over the entire semester.  (More information on these assignments will be provided 

later. 

 

 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton & 

Susan B. Anthony 

 
Abraham Lincoln 

 

In class expectations:  

Daily note taking: Students are expected to take notes from lectures and class discussions. You should be sure to include the key 

terms of the lecture in your notes. Those terms will be presented at the start of each lecture. 

 

Class discussions: Every day the class will engage in informed discussion of the course material. Students are expected to come to 

class prepared to discuss the readings assigned the previous day.  Students will be given opportunities to ask questions about outside 

readings and lecture material. This is an integral part of learning and understanding the course material. 

 

Exams:  As stated above, there are four exams.  The exams will cover material up to the test date, since the last exam, including all 

work assigned in and out of class.  Exam reviews will be distributed prior to each exam.  Exams will be in a mixed format and may 

OR may not include multiple choice questions, map reading, identifications and essays.  Students should expect an essay over outside 

readings on each exam. 

 

Courtesies of a productive learning environment:  Be on time.  If you do happen to be late, come in quietly and take the closest seat 

to the door so as not to disturb the class.  We need everyone’s attention and respect, so please turn off your phone.  Prioritize your 

education when scheduling your life: make doctor appointments, your work schedule, etc. at other times.  When controversial topics 

related to race, religion, sex or politics come up in class respect one another’s viewpoints.  Feel free to express yourself but give the 

same respectful attention to other speakers.  I will withdraw students who make racist, sexist, or homophobic comments. 

 

Adult content disclaimer:  In our discussions, readings, and possible viewings of films about American history we will undoubtedly 

discuss sexuality, violence, racism, sexism, and other topics that might be unsettling.  It is my firm belief that U.S. history is full of 

amazing and inspiring experiences but also frequently tragic moments and we need to grapple with them all.  Please be prepared to 

discuss as mature adults.   

 

Out of class expectations: 

Actively read:  You will have three or four hours of reading every week.  To actively read means to take notes in a structured and 

meaningful way while reading the texts.  Read all that is assigned and strive to create an outline or summary of the main ideas, events, 

terms, people, etc. of each section.  This will be invaluable in aiding your comprehension and retention; also the notes will provide 

study material for you to consult prior to exams.  If you do not read, or you do not absorb the reading, your exam grade and class 

discussion will suffer. If you need assistance in improving your reading and note taking skills, please schedule an appointment to see 

me during my office hours. I have a number of suggestions and resources you may find helpful. 

 

Complete all writing assignments: The monograph essays, research paper, and optional reviews will be completed outside of 

Official Class meetings. This will be done either at home or during Office Hours. 
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Complete all Online Modules – The 15 Online Modules tied to the textbook, The Unfinished Nation, will be completed outside of 

official class times. 

 

Academic Honesty:  Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion.  

Cheating on a test includes, but is not limited to, copying from another student’s test paper; using, during a test, materials not 

authorized by the instructor; collaborating with another student during a test without permission; knowingly using, buying, 

selling, stealing, transporting, or soliciting in whole or part the contents of an un-administered or previously administered test; 

or bribing another person to obtain a test that is to be administered; or unauthorized access to previously administered exam 

questions. Collusion means the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing for an exam or in creating work 

offered for credit. Plagiarism means the appropriation of another’s work and the unacknowledged incorporation of that work 

in one’s own written work for credit.  

* The instructor considers four (4) words or more taken from someone else or some other written source for which 

credit is not given as plagiarism. 

* Students found to be in violation of this policy will be dealt with severely. 

* Major assignments/papers will be submitted to TurnItIn.com  

 

HCC Dual Credit Students:  ADA Statement: If you have any type of disability, please let your instructor know immediately. MHS 

and HCCS have counselors who are more than willing to assist you in any way possible. The HCC ADA office will also let us know 

what you require and we will assist you to the best of our ability. Any student with a documented disability who needs to arrange 

reasonable accommodations should contact the Disability Services Office at the HCC at the beginning of each semester. Faculty 

members are authorized to provide only the accommodations requested by the Disability Support Service Office. 

 

Semester One is History 1301 and by the end you will be able to:   

a. Discuss the Age of Exploration 

b. Explain Colonization 

c. Identify the Causes and effects of the American Revolution 

d. Explain the origins and impact of Slavery 

e. Analyze the formation of the Republic 

f. Summarize the effects of Expansion and Innovation 

g. Explain Nationalism and Sectionalism 

h. Discuss the Civil War 

i. Evaluate the effects of Reconstruction 

j. Create an argument through the use of historical evidence  

k. Analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources 

l. Analyze the effects of historical, social, political, economic, cultural and global forces on this period of United 

States history 

m. Understand the importance of chronology and how earlier ideas and events shaped later events. 
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Tentative Instructional Outline: This calendar includes unit titles, weekly reading assignments, and major assignment due dates. 

Some shorter reading assignments may be added. The reading assignments are to be completed prior to the first class on the week 

listed. Lecture/class topics may vary, but assigned reading, & due dates for papers will not. You will also receive a more detailed unit 

calendar as we begin each unit. Some items may be added to this calendar through the various unit calendars.  Readings listed as 

BRINKLEY – refer to the textbook The Unfinished Nation by Alan Brinkley or American History by Alan Brinkley 

 

Unit 1 – Colonial America 

Chapter 1 – Collision of Cultures (Summer Work) 

Chapter 2 – Transplantations and Borderlands (Summer Work) 

Chapter 3 – Society and Culture in Provincial America 

Chapter 4 – The Empire in Transition 

 

WEEK ONE – Aug. 22-26 – READINGS:  Read syllabus closely; BRINKLEY Ch. 1 & 2 (summer work)  

WEEK TWO – Aug. 29-Sept. 2 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 3 

WEEK THREE – Sept. 5-9 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 4 / HOLIDAY Sept. 5 / UNIT 1 EXAM – Sept. 9 

  

Unit 2 – American Revolution, the Constitution, & the Early Republic 

Chapter 5 – The American Revolution 

Chapter 6 – The Constitution and the New Republic 

Chapter 7 – The Jeffersonian Era  

Chapter 8 – Varieties of American Nationalism 

 

WEEK FOUR – Sept.12-16 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 5 

WEEK FIVE – Sept. 19-23 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 6 

WEEK SIX – Sept. 26-30 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 7 

WEEK SEVEN – Oct. 3-7 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 8 begin / Kingdom of Mathias paper DUE Oct. 7th  

WEEK EIGHT – Oct. 10-14 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 8 finish / HOLIDAY Oct. 10 / UNIT 2 EXAM – Oct. 13 

 

End of 1st 9 week period 

 

Unit 3 – Jacksonian America, Market Revolution, & Slavery 

Chapter 9 – Jacksonian America 

Chapter 10 – America’s Economic Revolution 

Chapter 11 – Cotton, Slavery and the Old South 

 

WEEK NINE – Oct. 17- 21 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 9 

WEEK TEN – Oct. 24-28 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 10 

WEEK ELEVEN – Oct. 31-Nov. 4 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 11 / UNIT 3 EXAM – Nov. 3 

 

Unit 4 – Reform, Crisis, Civil War, & Reconstruction 

Chapter 12 – Antebellum Culture and Reform 

Chapter 13 – The Impending Crisis 

Chapter 14 – Civil War 

Chapter 15 – Reconstruction and the New South 

 

WEEK TWELVE – Nov. 7-11 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 12 

WEEK THIRTEEN – Nov. 14-18 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 13 / Frederick Douglass paper DUE Nov. 18th  

WEEK FOURTEEN – Nov. 21-25 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 14 / HOLIDAY Nov. 23-25 

WEEK FIFTEEN – Nov. 28-Dec. 2 – READINGS: BRINKLEY Ch. 15 / RESEARCH PAPERS DUE Dec. 2nd  

WEEK SIXTEEN – Dec. 5-9 – READINGS: NONE / HCC Final (UNIT 4 EXAM – Dec. 7) 

 

HCC GRADES DUE Dec. 12th  

 

WEEK SEVENTEEN – Dec. 12-16 – READINGS: NONE / Review for MHS Finals & MHS Finals 

 

End of 2nd 9 week period / End of Semester

 

 


